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S.P. ABANDONMENT RECONSIDERATION ASKED 


The State of New Mexico got caught asleep August 17 
when the ICC granted the Southern Pacific its petition 
to abandon the Roy Branch between Tucumcari and French, 
New Mexico without hearinge The 113.9 mile abandon- 
ment was granted following failure of the State or any 
shipper to file a protest. 

On September 1 the State Corporation Commission of 
New Mexico and thereafter 7 shipper groups filed petit- 
ions for hearing and reconsideration, 

Trains 974-97» on this branch use combination car 
3050 which is believed to be the oldest S.P. passenger 
car in regular service being built about 1898, 

The last two remaining heavyweight combines on the 
S.P. also operate in the southwest on the Clifton-Lords- 
burg mixed and the Benson-Fairbank-Patagonia local, They 
are S.P, 3177, built in 1916 and formerly Arizona Eastern 
454, and S.P. 3178, built in 1912 and formerly coach 2523. 

On September 5 the abandonment of 7.403 miles of the 
S.P. Christmas Branch between Winkleman and Christmas in 
Gila County, Arizona, was granted by the ICC. 

On October 2 the Examiner for the ICC recommended the 
abandonment of the Patagonia Branch of the Southern Pac- 
ific, 43.7 miles between Fairbank and Patagonia, all in 
Arizona. Condition of the branch was reported as so 
poor that the line is serviced by a 660-hp diesel capable 
of pulling five loaded ore cars plus a combination one 
day each week, 





The ICC has turned-down the SP petition to abandon 15.6 
miles of its Riverdale Branch on the Western Division in 
California between Helm and Riverdale. -- Bruce Heard CNRHS 


S.P. PASSENGER TRAIN NOTES 


The SUNSET lost its "Pride of Texas” Hamburger Grill- 
Lounge cars (SP 10407-10411, former Coffee Shop-Lounge 
84-DL-2) and its shower bath and valet service as of Sept. 
24th. The SUNSET was the last S.P. train to retain shower 
and valet service; the CITY OF SAN FRANCISCO lost its on 
April 24, 1960. 

An automatic meal and beverage service has been placed 
on the SAN JOAQUIN DAYLIGHT to replace Coffee Shop service. 
"Meal-O-Mat" car 10600 serves one set of equipment while a 
SUNSET Hamburger Grill-Lounge substitutes while the «econd 
pre-war DAYLIGHT Tavern car is converted. Although two 
Dome Lounge cars are normally assigned to the train, both 
were off during the Fall Random Tours replaced by two 
heavyweight Lounges SP 2975 and 2980, 

Former SAN JOAQUIN DAYLIGHT Diners 10200 and 10201, 
used in Snack-Lounge service on the CASCADE during heavy 
travel seasons, are out of a job with the Fall slump and 
have been seen on various trains about the system, 

SACRAMENTO DAYLIGHT Club car 3079 has been in the shops 
for some time and its place has been taken by commute coach 
1874,---Bruce Heard - CNRHS 
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S.P. 5021 UNDER STEAM 


The Southern California Chapter, R&LHS, has de- 

cided to put its steam engine 5021, a Southern 

Pacific 4-10-2, back in service after several 

years of dead storage on display at the Los 

Angeles County Fairgrounds at Pomona. The 5021 

was steamed up for the 1961 fair and operated 
back and forth on a short section of display track. 
Following the fair the engine was moved out on October 
3rd by Pacific Electric switching crew and turned over 
to the Santa Fe for storage at the San Bernardino shops. 
Decision to move the engine was made following notificat- 
ion that the PE was abandoning the spur into the display 
area. The fans decided that if the engine was ever to 
run again on railfan excursions that it would have to be 
moved. 





VIRGINIA & TRUCKEE CARS BURN 

The two former Virginia & Truckee Railroad cars stor- 
ed in a field near Carson City, Nevada, were damaged by 
a fire on August 29, Combination car 18 and mail car 
21 were gutted while engine 27, 4-6-0, stored nearby was 
saved. The cars were owned by the Carson City Chamber 
of Commerce which have refused numerous railfan offers 
for the cars. The Chamber offered the cars to the State 
of Nevada along with the engine for the proposed rebuild- 
ing of a portion of t he Virginia & Truckee last year, but 
the legislature provided no funds for the project. The 
Nevada Heritage Association had Erich Thomsen's #202, 
0-4-0T steam engine, in operation at Virginia City to lay 
a few lengths of rail this summer during a local celebrat- 
on to revive the V&T project, but nothing further has been 
heard of proceedings. 





FEATHER RIVER RAILWAY GETS DIESEL 


The Feather River Railway has added Georgia-Pacific 
diesel 102 from the Hammond operations at Samoa (near 
Eureka) to its roster. The Hammond operations shut- 
down in January when the railroad to Crannell was turned 
into a truck road and the diesel has been idle since. 

Feather River, also owned by Georgia-Pacific, needed 
additional power and decision was made to try the diesel, 
Last year Georgia-Pacific purchased Rayonier shays 91 
and 191 for the Feather River operation but found the 91 
could not pass the boiler inspection, The 91 sits ona 
spur near Feather Falls and the 191 was scrapped in Wash- 
ington. 





CORRECTION DEPARTMENT Pickering Lumber Company shay #8 was 

not sold to Feather River Railway thou 
it appeared for a time that it might, The Midland Log- 
ging and Pile Driving Co. of Stocketon was trying to 
work a lease deal by buying the engine and leasing it to 
Georgia-Pacific, owners of the railroad, but the deal 
fell-through,. 
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RAILROAD MUSEUM NOTES 


A grass fire destroyed some 300 ties stored on the Bay 
Area Electric RR Ass'n property at Rio Vista Junction, but 
cars on the property were saved. The Sacramento Northern 
line lost many ties in the fire, but it is expected that 
the line will be eventually restored. 

Hal Wilmunder has his United Fruit 2-6-0 in service 
on the Antelope & Western at Roseville and expects to 
purchase one of the Uninta mallets in Guatemala and some 
narrow gauge passenger cars in Mexico. 

The Pacific Coast Chapter, R&LHS, has repainted SP 
coach 2175 to its original coloring and lettering as GH 
&SA 837 (Galveston, Houston & San Antonio)just as it 
looked when Pullman Company delivered it to the Southern 
Pacific Lines in 1921, It operated on the two Sierra 
Railroad trips with the new/old lettering. 

The "ELDORADO" observation jointly owned by the R&LHS 
and CNRHS has seen a lot of service this Fall making two 
trips on the Northwestern Pacific and presently scheduled 
to go East to Cheyanne for the Union Pacific steam trip. 

Weyerhaeuser Timber has placed its Number 6, 2-6-6-2, 
from Sycan on display at the mill office in Klamath Fails, 
Oregon. 





The ORANGE EMPIRE trolley group have located two Los 
Angeles Railway "Huntington Standard” cars on the former 
20th Centry-Fox movie lot. Cars 151 and 152, currently 
owned by Cleveland Wrecking Co. will be acquired for just 
under $700 if funds are raised. 

Georgia Pacific Company has donated Feather River Ry 
shay #1 to the City of Oroville. It also donated its 
#10 for augtion for the Portland Zoo--it sold for $3000 
to Zidell, Ldd, a scrap company. Oregon operations #11 
is reportedly going to San Francisco's Maritime Museum, 

A San Diego railfan group has purchased Soo Lines 
business car 52 for use on excursions. It passed west- 
ward via Santa Fe through Cajon Pass on Sept. 25th. 


Roaring Camp, Ine. 


A narrow gauge railroad some 5 
miles long is being proposed 
for a recreation park ou. the 
Big Trees Ranch near Felton, 
Some $4200 has been spent for 
car parts from the S.P. narrow 
gauge which are now on the pro- 
perty. The line proposes to 
be a reproduction of a logging 
railroad of the 1880's with 
grades up to 54. The group 
% headed by F. Norman Clark of 
£ ‘a Southern California is seek- 
Publication of this itew is strictly an ing to raise $450,000 by stock 


item of news and not an endorsement of 
the stock issue therein mentioned, sales, 
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Key Unit 168 being histed to the deck of the Belevelyn 
-- Addison Laflin 


KEY UNITS TO ARGENTINA 





Fourteen of the former State-owned Key System bridge 
units left Richmond Parr Terminal October 22 on the Nor- 
wegian motorship Belevelyn enroute to Buenos Aires. In 
addition parts of units 162 and 173 which were being 
scrapped were also shipped. Units identified in the move- 
ment were 151, 160, 165, 168, 174, 178, 181 and 185. In 
November the Christian Smith will take the remaining units, 


S.F. MUNI SEEKING MORE PCC's 





Sar, The City of San Francisco is negotiating for at 
ic 


SCL, least three more PCC streetcars to fill its curr- 
ah l) ent needs. On Sept. 12 when car 1144 struck 
nw? car 1161 near Forest Hills station in Twin Peaks 
Tunnel the Muni was reportly four cars short the 
following day. The report that more cars were already 
enroute and had been involved in a S.P. wreck in Nevada 
turned out to be a hoax. 


W.P. BUDD CARS OFFERED TO CAL WESTERN 


The Western Pacific has offered to sell its Budd cars 
to the California Western and has offered to loan on of 
them for a test trip over the line. Earlier it had been 
suggested that the NWP Budd car be tested on the line, 
but the NWP declined to loan its car. While the Budd 
cars are long cars they are no-longer than the Pullman 
cars once operated into Fort Bragg nightly. 
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RAILWAY AGE 


Fifty piggyback trailers have been ordered by NORTHERN 
PACIFIC from Clark Equipment at a cost of $400,000, 

Containerized mail between Kansas City and Los Angeles 
over the SANTA FE was started on a test basis Sept. 20; 
similar service between Kansas City and San Francisco will 
soon begin regular schedules. 

Delivery of 200 bay-window cabooses has just been com- 
pleted by Pacific Car & Foundery to SOUTHERN PACIFIC. The 
new cars are 38-ft with roller bearings, fuel oil heater, 
and all-electric lighting and markers, 

SANTA FE is acquiring 100 containers and 25 special 
flats for containerized mail handling. SANTA FE, W.P., 
S.P., U.P. and N.W.P. have petitioned the California PUC 
for a 5% increase in intrastate coach fares in California. 

UNION PACIFIC has ordered 10 85-ft Hitch Hiker piggy- 
back flat cars epecially adapted for the transport of 
solid fuel missils from ACF. SACRAMENTO NORTHERN has re- 
placed its ice machine at Yuba City with a portable rail 
icer unit at a cost of $36,000. The unit operates on a 
780-ft non-connected track and was built by Conveyor Co.. 

The diesel-hydraulic locomotives for the SOUTHERN 
PACIFIC and DENVER & RIO GRANDE WESTERN are scheduled to 
be delivered about Oct. 21 at Houston, Tex.. The S.P. 
units will probably go in to service at Houston. The 
D&RGW units are expected to work into Denver via Burling- 
ton lines. 


RAILFAN EXCUSIONS - SOUTHERN DIVISION 
Nov. 5 - Golden West Rail Tours excursion to Calico 
via Union Pacific. 
Nov. 12 - Ry Historical Society of San Diego trip to 
El Doctor via Sonoga Baja RR from Mexicali. 
Dec. 28-Jan. 1 
a. Golden West Tours to Guaymas via S.P, Santa Fe 
and Ferrocaril del Pacifico. 
b. San Diego Society trip to Guaymus via Mexicali 
and Hermosillo, 


Golden West Rail Tours Railway Historical Society 
215 West Fifth, Room 323 of San Diego 
Los Angeles 13, Calif, P.O. Box 9351 

San Diego 9, Calif. 





SHORT-LINE ANNUAL, 1960-61 


WHO HAS THEM? 


An authoritative key to the short-line railroads of the United 
States and Canada, the latest SHORT-LINE ANNUAL lists 478 Photos, old relics or 
independent companies from one-quarter mile to 200 miles in historical documents of 
length—from Aberdeen & Rockfish to Yreka Western. Revised to Virginia & Truckee 
July 15, 1961, Listings by states give each road’s name, mileage, Locomotive No. 20. 
location, motive power, traffic and owner. Plus news review, oe 
special list of logging roads, special oo on steam power, Cc. C. BONG 
sketches of roads abandoned during 1960, Over revisions since 
last edition. 24 pages full size, coated paper, illustrated. 1145 Rancho Road 

SHORT-LINE ANNUAL Arcadia, Calif 
Box 231 Susquehanna, Pa, 
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Rapid Transit Program 





hat 


MONTGOMERY ST. STATION: 





ELL ST STATION 


TO PALO ALTO 
. 











Rapid transit plans will be submitted by November 1 
to the Boards of Supervisors throughout the Bay Area 
Rapid Transit District. 

The BARTD Board of Directors ordered immediate 
preparation of plans for a four-county system after the 
Golden Gate Bridge and Highway District virtually elim- 
inated Marin County from participation in the program. 

The action was taken so that the entire program may 
proceed on schedule—with the goal of holding a District- 
wide bond election next June 5. 

Principal changes in the original plan: will include: 

eA reduction in the system’s total route mileage, 
from 120 miles to 103 miles. 

e A shortening of the anticipated construction sched- 
ule from 10% years to 8% years. 

e Alteration of the proposed transit line extending 
westward from Market Street into the Richmond area 
of San Francisco. 

© Reduction of the total capital cost of the system 
from $1,077,207,000 to $937,674,000. 
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MEETING NOTICES 


Nov. 16 Northern Calif— 
ornia Railroad Club at 
Crown—Zellerbach Bunlding 
8:00 pm San Franvisco. 


Nov. 17 Central Coast RR 
Club, Rose Garden Library 
San Jose, 8:00 pm 


Nov. 21 California—Nev— 
ada Railroad Historical 

Society, Lakeview Public 
Library, Oakland 9:00 pm 


Dec. 1 Bay Area Electric 
Railroad Ass'n, Hotel 
Shattuck, Berkeley 8:00 pm 


Dec. 8 Pacific Coast Cha— 
es Railway. & Locomotive 
istorical Society, Flood 
Building, San Francisco, 

8:00 pa. 


Dec. 15 Central Coast 
Dec. 19 Cal—Nevada 
Dec. 21 Nor-Cal 


Bay Area Electric Railroad Assn.— 
Addison Laflin, 2119 Marin Ave., Berk® 
eley 7, Calif 

California-Nevada Railroad Historical 
Society—Arthur Lloyd Jr., 974 Pleasant 
Hill Road, Redwood City, Calif. 

Central Coast Railway Club — P.O. 
Box 783, San Jose, Calif. 

Northern California Railroad Club— 
Paul Von Hafften, 112 Arguello St., San 
Francisco 18, Calif. 

Pacific Coast Chapter, Railway & 
Locomotive Historical Society — Don 
Thrall, 610 Arlington, Berkeley, Calif. 


Pacific Railroad Society—Box 5279, 
Metropolitan Station, Los Angeles 55, 
Calif. ‘ 

Railway Historical Society of San 
Diego—P.O. Box 9351, San Diego 9, 


Calif. 
Southern California Chapter, R&LHS, 
P.O. Box 5011, Pasadena, Calif. 
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